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Photographs by Q.T. Luong

Photographer Q.T. Luong paddles kayaks, scrambles
up mountains, and treks wilderness trails. What's his
mission? To bring all 58 national parks into focus.
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"-a\,wc..ll dripped from Q.T. Luong’s face. He
I;"t'L'!I'I_‘LE over the l.'lji_’l' of the cliff. Below him
was a 3,000-foot drop. He was standing on top
of a massive granite cliff called El Capitan. It is
twice as tall as the Empire State Building!

Luong is a photographer. He had gone to
Yosemite National Park to take pictures of
climbers scaling the cliff. He grabbed a coil of
rope from his pack and anchored the rope into
the ground. Then he attached himself securely
to the rope.

Clutching his camera tightly, Luong lowered
himself down the granite face of the cliff. Soon
he was dangling off the rock. The rope creaked
and groaned. Luong swallowed hard. He held
the camera to his eye and looked through the
viewfinder. Once he found the climbers, he

started clicking.

From Paris to the Parks

Luong is Vietnamese and grew up in Paris,
France. He wasn't always such a brave climber.
In fact, when he was young he didn't even like
sports. In college, some friends convinced him

to try mountaineering. He loved it! The thrill of

climbing drew him in. He photographed each
new adventure.

Then some climbers told him about
Yosemite National Park in California. They
spoke about sheer cliffs. They described views
that could take your breath away.

About a million years ago, massive rivers of
ice called glaciers flowed across this land. The
glaciers eroded, or carved away, the earth and
rocks below. They left behind deep canyons and
jagged mountains. They polished granite cliffs,
including El Capitan.

Luong wanted to see this amazing place for
himself. In 1993, he moved to California. His
first camping trip to Yosemite changed his life.

The first morning, he woke and went
outside his tent. Rising above the valley, he saw
towering cliffs capped with a dusting of snow.
The cliffs seemed to soar up into the sky above.
Later in the trip, an afternoon rain shower
cleared. Light poured through the clouds. A
rainbow arched over the valley. Luong was in
awe. He had never seen anything so perfect.

Birth of the Parks

Luong wasn't the first to fall in love with
amazing places like Yosemite. In the 1800s
explorers traveling out West came across
].'l.'l'll.l:"-l_'d.]"k"'\ that were unlike tﬂ'-lfu'!hln!_: thevd
scen before. They saw cruplting geysers and
gurgling hot springs. They climbed mountains.
Ihey stood under rushing waterfalls,

The explorers wanted to protect these places
They set about convincing government leaders
that no one person should own these areas. The
lands, they said, should be public for everyone
Lo enjoy.

Members of Congress saw paintings and
photos of the special places. They read reports
from people who traveled there, By 1872,
Congress was convinced. That year, it passed
a bill creating Yellowstone National Park. The
vast pat']& covers parts of Montana, “"r"-"‘ﬂ'lilt'l.g.,
and Idaho. Yellowstone became the first of

Americas 58 national parks.

fabric platform called a portaledge.

Top Bunk. It takes most climbers several days fo reach the top of El Capitan
That means they must spend nights on the face of the cliff. They sleep on @

Eighteen vears later, a man named lohn

Muir inspired people to protect an area in
Calitornia’s Sierra Nevada mountain range
It was ¢ alled Yos mite. Muir believed '.I'_:,: Are:l
was far more beautitul than «I.:H‘-h'.::; -!.,‘.Hl.,h.

could build. The government agreed. In 1890,

it created Yosemite MNational Park
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worth the effort, though. His camera records
> limes more detall than a regular camera
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Protecting Parks

Luong took on a big challenge with his national
parks project. Yet the parks themselves face an
even bigger challenge: their survival. People
and pollution are hurting many parks
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Luongs photographs reveal the beauty ol
Yosemite and the other national I,'-Hlpuh Still,
there is n -r.'uj]:.: like |"-1':!1!.: there, Stand in a
meadow of butterc LU and look up at the sky
Feel dwarlfed by the iﬁl.lht size of Halt Dome

and El Capitan. Enjoy the spray of a watertall

Wild Life. Coyotes are a common sight in

Falling Water. Luong loves faking photos of
Yosemite National Park

Watch deer leap over logs. And remind
Yosemite Falls. It is the lallest waleriall in

yvoursell: There is no ]"l..n ¢ quite like this
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