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Local photographer Quang Tuan Luong reoemiy r‘mﬂmd a 15 -year detailed ;ﬁltlogrq)nlc series of all our 58 national parks, called The National Park Project. Photo by Donna H. Ellason
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hy did an Evergreen resident, with a PhD
computer science, born and raised in
Paris, become passionate about moun-

taineering, photography and American national
parks? All this, plus the fact that 44-vear-old
Quang Than Luong recently completed a 15-vear
extensive detailed photographic series of all our 58
national parks, called The National Park Project

| As a child, Quang Tuan Luong's experiens

with nature outside the city consisted of :ak:m,.: in
the Alps and boach trips with his Vietnamese fam-
ilv. His priorities changed when he joined the
mountainesring club in college. During the week
he studied in the cty, but spent w
ing in the pnstine Alps. Because
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An image captured by Luong & Redwood Nations Park

Meet Mike
McGeough, an
Ultra-Distance
Cyclist
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It's a bird! It's
aplane! It'sa
hawk attacking
students!

*Movies Under The Stars’ to be
held at Evergreen Village:
‘Nim's Island' to be shown
See page 6
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A Luong photograph from Grand Canyon National Park.

Photographer

Continued from page 1

he never saw at the actual site, His
photography  had reached o new
laval.

Luong was fascinated with tho
beauty and contrasts of the national
parks. He says, “I thrive on looking
for new experiences. After sponding
so much time in the glacial atmos-
phere of steep high mountain faces,
1 was drawn to the natural diversity
offorod by tho national parks, as [
noted that each environment gave
tiso to distincl new emotions.” He
wanled to “document the parks in a
way that would do justice to their
splendor.™

For tho last 15 years Quang pho-
tographod the parks from various
perspoctives to document the beau-
tv, diversity and distinguishing fea-
tures. “1 enjoyed the challenges of

Often adventurs prevails in the
wilderness. Onee Luong planned an
incredible photograph of giant bear
tracks along the shore of Naknek
Lake in Katimai National Park. Ho
was under his camera cloth whon
he folt a presence behind him.
“Thore was a brown bear just a fow
yards behind me.” He retreated
slowly. The bear had a great time
playing with the camera, tripod and
lons. His lons caso has a distin-
guished claw toar foature.

He marriod Lanchi Vo in 1001
after extonsive business communi-
cation via omail. They met in
o from France, sho from
od States. They now have
two children: a 4 1/2-year-old girl
and a 3-year-ald son. Lanchi has an
MS in Chemistry from San Jose
State Univarsity. She was a chemist
for approximately 15 years before
they had childron. She now works
closaly \\'illl I.lmng \\'illr their
¥ ¥

planning and traveling to a
of remota locations, sach with their
own logistical problems. Thero was
also the intellectual curiosity of
finding out what makes each place
spocial and unique in the larger pic-
ture of things.”

His research training enabled him
to include all uniquo physical high-
lights and their seasonal changes.

How mum uulns cil:! e travel o
complete this project? He says at
loast 100,000 since he visited more
than 50 parks twice. In this self-
financed project Luong took sevaral
two-waek trips each year. Towards
the end he decided to become a full-
time photographer whon he real-
izod the commercial value of his

1 '

He says, “l like to ph the
beatity, as [ foal that assthetic appre-
ciation will lift our soul and oventu-
ally lead to awareness and respect
for the natural and cultural diversi-
ty of our planet.”

Photographs waren't only taken
from the roadside, but throughout
the parks, including the wilderness.
He traveled by car, plane, float-
plane, ferry, motorboat, canoe,
kayak and by fool. He also
snorkolod and did scuba diving.
Luggage was never simple since it
inchudod 70 plus pounds of photog-
raphy and camping equipment plus
personal items.

In ordor to clearly soe Glacier Bay
in Alaska, Luong took a

photography.

What's his favorito park? “Each
place is so different I can't compare
them,” but he enjoys their beauty.
His photographs will be displayed
in ‘Torra Galleria Artworks in Santa
Monica for two months. His photo-
graphs can be seen on his website:
wwwiterragalleria.com/parks. In a
few years he'll publish a book with
about 500 of his photographs.

What's next? He's considering
combing culture with physical
boauty by photographing interna-
tional UNESCO world eulture sites.
“This can lead to an awareness and
respoct for the natural and cultural
diversity of our planet.”

kayaking class in Santa
Cruz in preparation for his
first kayaking trip. Then he
spant two weeks with a
friond paddling through
icoborgs to glean the beau-
ty of tho park.

He and his wife, Lanchi,
took & floatplane with an
inflatable canoe to an
Alaskan Eskimo village.
This was the starting point
for thair trip down the wild
Kobuk River.

A California coastal scene by Luong,



